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This session will:
• Introduce the emerging topics of “Big Data” and 

predictive analytics.  
• Explore how big data can be applied to higher education 

to improve student persistence and outcomes.  
• Provide an interactive discussion on data trends and 

application as well as a demonstration of MCC’s current 
project.
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• Kansas City, Missouri
• Five campuses
• Fall enrollment over 

19,000 credit students 
• Strong transfer 

programs
• More than 80 career 

programs
• Part of the 2nd cohort 

of the Pathways 
Pioneer



What is Big Data?
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Big Data means more & messy data



Three Characteristics of Big Data - 3Vs
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Modern platforms provide the computing power 
necessary to turn the mass of numbers into 
meaningful patterns.  
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Why is Big Data Important?



Big Data is Collected By Us
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Why Should Higher Education Pay Attention?





How Might 
Big Data 
Change 
Business 
Practices?



• MCC has been experimenting with Big Data 
methods in combination with the student 
analytic tools found in Blackboard Analytics.
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Key Admission Metrics
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Key Enrollment Metrics



• Limited access to Deans & Presidents
• Student data warehouse , daily data now for 21 

months.
• Rolling out custom reports this summer.
• Still some pesky data translation/transaction 

items

Where we are today



Challenges

• Education

• Security

• Past Practices
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Contact Info:

leo.hirner@mcckc.edu

mailto:leo.hirner@mcckc.edu
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