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> Opening Keynote

ORGANIZING CHAOS 
FOR LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENTS

Presented by:

Dr. Anthony R. Petroy
Assistant Vice Chancellor, Global Learning
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Self-Regulated Learning: Way Beyond Study Skill 
Rebuttal/Debate
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Dr. Nilson Dr. Petroy

Divorce is easy Divorce is not that easy

Students will do anything for a point Students will do anything

SRL – Self Regulated Learning SRL – She Really Likes (me)

Everyone aspires to be an ‘A’ student Not everyone is like Sheldon

Your not going to be tested on this… Didn’t we take four tests yesterday?

Students don’t understand terminology WIYRN?

Students want to be right- it’s a game We all are very competitive



• Babylonian Gods Marduk and Tiamat
• The classroom then

– Chalk and talk; pencil and paper, textbooks
– Desks in a row, students in desks

• The classroom now
– Electronic chalk, paperless assignments, mobile devices, no textbooks
– Reconfigurable tables and chairs, distant students

• Technology evolution – invites chaos
– Technology adoption – without order, brings chaos

• Beyond the classroom
– Teaching methods, Instructional design, Curriculum cohesion
– Filtering and sorting of content and tools , focus on learning objectives, more about “why” than “how to” 

instructional designers, technologists and developers can help you with this
– Systematic/holistic approach

• Illustration: Amazon and how it has brought order to chaos
• Closer – Inspiration Through Knowledge™

Outline Theme: Bringing Order to Chaos
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6wC5B3yiD2A

Were educators 
to call upon the 
Babylonian gods
and have 
Marduk slay the 
evil of Tiamat 
and bring order 
to our chaos? 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ta3XER76iGI
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The chief god of the Babylonians, Marduk created an ordered world out of the 
original state of chaos.

After splitting her body into two pieces, he set one piece in the sky to create the 
heavens and the other at his feet to form the earth. 
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from a 
chalkboard, 

pencils and paper 

to mobile 
devices? 

How do we transition from order to order
in the presence of chaos?
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How has the learning environment transitioned…
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How has the learning environment transitioned…
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How has the learning environment transitioned…
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Beyond Technology
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Beyond Technology

Beyond the classroom
 Teaching methods, Instructional design, Curriculum cohesion
 Filtering and sorting of content and tools , focus on learning objectives, 

more about “why” than “how to”  instructional designers, technologists 
and developers can help you with this

 Systematic/holistic approach
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Just like there are different levels of thinking, there are different 
levels of technology use to consider when making sense of the 
technology chaos. 

Beyond Technology – Levels of Technology Use
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SAMR has 4 levels which can be compared to coffee. 

Beyond Technology – Levels of Technology Use

Graphic by Jonathan Brubaker
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Beyond Technology – Levels of Technology Use

http://blog.kathyschrock.net/2013/12/samr-and-coffee.html
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Beyond Technology – Levels of Technology Use
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Beyond Technology – Utilize Resources
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Beyond Technology – Utilize Resources
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Curriculum Cohesion

• Courses are not taught in 
isolation 

• What are others teaching in 
the same course (different 
sections)?

• What are others before and 
after you teaching?
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Horizontal Alignment

• Students in the same class but different sections are 
taught the same subjects

• Assessments, tests, and other methods teachers use to 
evaluate learning achievement and progress are based 
on what has actually been taught to students and on 
the learning standards that the students are expected to 
meet in a particular course or subject area
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Vertical Alignment

• What students learn in one lesson, course, or grade level 
prepares them for the next lesson or course

• Teaching is purposefully structured and logically sequenced 
so that students are learning the knowledge and skills that 
will progressively prepare them for more challenging, 
higher-level work
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjcO2ExtHso

Life After Death by PowerPoint 2012
by Don McMillan
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=quWFjS3Ci7A
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Inspiration Through 
Knowledge™

 Not ‘textbook’ knowledge

 Knowledge gained by learning to understand how you respond in different situations

 The more knowledge gained the more inspired you become to achieve greater success
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Pick a letter of the alphabet from A to Z.

Inspiration Through Knowledge™
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Positive Psychology

Inspiration Through Knowledge™
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Positive Psychology

Inspiration Through Knowledge™
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Inspiration Through Knowledge™

30



Inspiration Through Knowledge™
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WeaknessStrength

Inspiration Through Knowledge™
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Martin Seligman, Co-Founder of Positive Psychology

Inspiration Through Knowledge™
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Mihaly Csikszentymihalyi, Co-Founder of Positive Psychology

Inspiration Through Knowledge™
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Martin Seligman, Co-Founder of Positive Psychology

Inspiration Through Knowledge™
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 Filter and Sort Content, Tools and Technology
 Focus on Why rather than how to use technology
Utilize your resources (Instructional Designers)
 Take the Systematic/Holistic Approach 
 Remember Inspiration Through Knowledge™

Conclusion
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=quWFjS3Ci7A

https://www.youtube.com/user/robobent/playlists

Helpful Resources
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